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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowability Withdrawn 

1. The indicated allowability of claims 1,3,4,5,8-10,12,14, is withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference(s) to Hoeksma. Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. Claims 1,3,4,8-10,14,19-21, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rydbeck et al (US 6,751 ,487) in view of Hoeksma (US 6,271 ,835). 

Consider claim 1 . Rydbeck teaches a mobile communications device comprising: 
a main display area for displaying information to a user, said main display area 
never operating as a touch sensitive display area (Rydbeck see figures 7 A, 11 A, note 
that as described on column 5, line 45 - column 6, lines 24 , only areas 25t are touch 
sensitive, therefore the main display is never used as a touch sensitive area)] 

a keypad for user data entry (Rydbeck teaches a keypad in addition to a touch 
screen see column 1, lines 30-35, 60-66, note also that Rydbeck teaches the keypad 
comprising the touch sensistive area for use with the mechanical contact keys as 
described on column 6, lines 1-25) , and 
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a touch sensitive display area configured to allow selection of one or more 
functions by contact with the one or more function keys of the touch sensitive display 
area wherein the main display area and-touch sensitive display area are each part of a 
single display (Rydbeck see Figures 11 A and B, 125, see column 6, lines 1-24, note 
that the touch sensitive areas and main display are part of the single display). 

Rydbeck lacks a teaching of the touch sensitive area displaying the function, and 
being arranged between the main display area and the keypad. 

Hoeksma teaches a touch sensitive part of a display which displays the function 
which is arranged between the main display and the keypad (Hoeksma see figure 2, 
Done, Tab and Back functions being between the keys and the display). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have the function 
buttons (and key pad keys) display their function in order to allow the user to utlize the 
device when the flip was in the opened position. 

As to claim 3, Rydbeck in view of Hoeksma as applied to claim 1, teaches 
wherein the touch sensitive display area has a mask to show the one or more function 
keys as separate keys (Rydbeck teaches the flip having key guides which function as a 
mask for the touch sensitive areas see Figures 1 1A and B, 125, see column 6, lines 1- 
24). 

As to claim 4, Rydbeck teaches that the device is a mobile telephone (Rydbeck 
see column 1, lines 10-20). 

As to claim 8 Rydbeck in view of Hoeksma as applied to claim 1 teaches a mask 
that is separate from and overlies the touch sensitive display area to show the one or 
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more function keys as separate keys (Rydbeck teaches the flip having key guides which 
function as a mask for the touch sensitive areas see Figures 1 1A and B, 125, see 
column 6, lines 1-24). 

As to claim 9, Rydbeck teaches that the device is a mobile telephone (Rydbeck 
see column 1, lines 10-20). 

As to claim 10, Rydbeck in view of Hoeksma as applied to claim 1 , teaches 
wherein said one or more function keys have a variable function depending on the 
information shown on the main display area said one or more function keys being 
identified by a corresponding one or more labels displayed on the touch sensitive 
display area (Hoeksma see column 3, lines 50-65). 

As to claim 12, Rydbeck in view of Hoeksma as applied to claim 1 , teaches 
wherein at least one of said one or more function keys has a variable function 
depending on the information shown on the main display area, and said at least one 
function key being variably labeled on said touch sensitive display area by a variable 
label displayed on the touch sensitive display area corresponding to said variable 
function, said label not appearing on said main display area (Hoeksma see column 3, 
lines 50-65). 

As to claim 14, Rydbeck teaches the touch sensitive display area is arranged 
adjacent to the keypad (Rydbeck teaches the key pad being located on the rear, which 
is "adjacent" or nearby the front touch screen, see column 1, lines 30-35, 60-66). 



Application/Control Number: 09/989,683 Page. 5 

Art Unit: 2618 

Consider claim 19. Ryd beck teaches a mobile communications device 
comprising: 

a main display area for displaying information to a user (Rydbeck see figures 7A, 
1 1A, described on column 5, line 45 - column 6, lines 24 J; 

a keypad for user data entry (Rydbeck teaches a keypad in addition to a touch 
screen see column 1, lines 30-35, 60-66)] and 

a touch sensitive display area configured to allow selection of one or more 
functions by contact with the one or more function keys (Rydbeck see Figures 11 A and 
8, 125, see column 6, lines 1-24)] 

wherein the touch sensitive display area has a mask to show the one or more 
function keys as separate keys (Rydbeck teaches the flip having key guides which 
function as a mask for the touch sensitive areas see Figures 1 1A and B, 125, see 
column 6, lines 1-24). 

Rydbeck lacks a teaching of the touch sensitive area displaying the function, and 
being arranged between the main display area and the keypad. 

Hoeksma teaches a touch sensitive part of a display which displays the function 
which is arranged between the main display and the keypad (Hoeksma see figure 2, 
Done, Tab and Back functions being between the keys and the display). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have the function 
buttons (and key pad keys) display their function in order to allow the user to utlize the 
device when the flip was in the opened position. 
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As to claim 20, Rydbeck in view of Hoeksma as applied to claim 19, teaches 
wherein the main display area and touch sensitive display area are each part of a single 
display (Rydbeck see Figures 11 A and B, 125, see column 6, lines 1-24, note that the 
touch sensitive areas and main display are part of the single display). 

As to claim 21 , Rydbeck in view of Hoeksma as applied to claim 19, teaches 
wherein the device is a mobile telephone (Rydbeck see column 1, lines 10-20). 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rydbeck 
in view of Hoeksma and in view of Barvesten (US 6,714,802). 

As to claim 5, Rydbeck in view of Hoeksma as applied to claim 4 lacks a teaching 
of wherein the device is a WAP mobile telephone. 

Barvesten teaches that use of the WAP protocol allows browsing the internet 
(Barvesten see especially column 6, lines 1-15). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Rydbeck in view of Hoeksma to use the WAP protocol 
in order to allow the user to browse the Internet. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 15-21 are allowed. 

Consider claim 15. The nearest prior art as shown in Rydbeck and Hoeksma 
fails to teach the mobile communication device wherein a touch sensitive area 
configured to display one or more function keys has a mask to show the one or more 
user input options as separate keys. 

Claim 19 is allowed for the reasons presented in the previous action. 
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Response to Amendment 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3,4,5,8-10,14, have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

7. Since this is a new rejection based on new art, this action is not being made final. 

Conclusion 

8. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip J. Sobutka whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7887. The examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday from Monday - 
Friday, 8:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew D.. Anderson can be reached on 571-272-41774711. 

10. The central fax phone number for the Office is 571-273-8300. 

Most facsimile-transmitted patent application related correspondence is 
required to be sent to the Central FAX Number. 

CENTRALIZED DELIVERY POLICY: For patent related correspondence, 
hand carry deliveries must be made to the Customer Service Window (now 
located at the Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, Alexandria, VA 
22314), and facsimile transmissions must be sent to the Central FAX 
number, unless an exception applies. For example, if the examiner has 
rejected claims in a regular U.S. patent application, and the reply to the 
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examiner's Office action is desired to be transmitted by facsimile rather 
than mailed, the reply must be sent to the Central FAX Number. 

11. . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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©ATENT EXAMINER 
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